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Warren County Foster and Adoptive Family Services

A Local Volunteer Committee of New Jersey Fostemdafidoptive Family Services

www.wcfafs.org

Monday, February 16, 2009, 7pm Monday, March 16, 2009, 6:30pm
Monthly Support Group Meeting County Workshop
Harmony Presbyterian Church Harmony Presbyterian Church
2727 Belvidere Road, Phillipsburg, NJ 2727 Belvidere Road, Phillipsburg, NJ
Next Meeting: “It Could Happen To You”
March 16, 2009
County-Based Training! This workshop will define allegations, violations of

regulations and the steps and timeframes of the in-

Teleconference Schedule for February 2009 vestigation process. The course will include impor-
tant aspects, such as, ways to avoid an allegation

and the appeals process. It will also touch on the

The following teleconferences are scheduled range of emotional responses associated with the
for February 2009: ramifications of the findings, whether the result is
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, 2/3/09, 8pm— suspension or unfounded.
10pm New!

3 hours in-service training credit.

* remember your annual FAFS due can be offset by
attending the County Based Workshop.

Living With Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD), 2/9/09, 8pm—10pm

TELECONFERENCE GUIDELINES:

You must pre-register for each teleconfer- | Please Note:

ence to 1-800-222-0047 or on-line at The start time is at 6:30pm (pizza & soda will be
www.fafsonline.org served) - please arrive on time as the meeting
You W|” receive a packet of information 7- W|” S.tart DrothlV at 63ODm. as thIS iS a 3 hOUI’
10 days prior to the scheduled call. training session.

About 7:50pm on the night of the telecon- No children allowed at meeting.

ference, the coordinator will call you. A roll Registration for this training is requested.
call will be taken at the beginning and at Please send an e-mail to tammi568@ptd.net or
the end of the call. All calls are scheduled call 908-454-7574 or 908-454-6088.

for 2 hours. You must be present for both
roll calls in order to get training hours for
the call.

February 2009

Warren County
Volunteer Committee
Leaders

Co-Chairpersons
Tammi Fennelly
Cathie Fischer

Finance Chair
Michele Gleason

Recording Chair
Faith Capitini

Correspondence Chair
Deborah Greene

Fundraising Chair
Nancy Deska

Are You A FAFS Member?

Sign up at
www.fafsonline.org

or call 1.800.222.0047
for an application!
It is only $20/per year.
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Information

Monday, April 20, 2009
Monthly Support Group Meeting PLUS NJArch Credit-Ho ur Training
“Telling Your Child Difficult History”

Sharing painful information about a child’s history or birth family can be
challenging for adoptive parents. This workshop will help you develop the skills to competently tell your
children difficult information and help them process it.

Presented By: Barbara A. Rall, LCSW, Training Consultant, NJArch—Ms. Rall has a Bachelor of Science
degree in Elementary Education from SUNY Cortland, NY and an MSW from New York University. A li-
censed clinical social worker, she has worked in the field of adoption since 1983, doing home studies, birth
parent counseling, advising parent support groups, providing family and individual therapy and is in regular
demand as a speaker on adoption issues. In 2005, she was nominated as a Congressional Angel in Adop-
tion by then Senator Jon Corzine. She is the parent of 4 grown children, 2 of them adopted.
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Here are some fun ideas for the kids for Valentine’s Day. Have fun!

Dynamic Duo
CRAFT MATERIALS NEEDED: INSTRUCTIONS:
Double-sided tape 1. Using double-sided tape, secure one end of 2 individually
Individually wrapped treats wrapped treats (twizzlers, pencils, etc.) inside a piece of folded
card stock.
Card stock . )
2. Write your message with marker on the outer flap.
Marker

SUGGESTED MESSAGES:
“We're two of a kind”
“You've met your match”
“You're two cute!”

Get to the Point— Pencil in your sentiments with this super-easy (and practical) valentine gift.

iﬂﬁ;‘;}}‘% CRAFT MATERIALS NEEDED: INSTRUCTIONS:
- ety Card stock 1. Cuta4 3/4by 1 1/2” strip of card stock, roll one end around the
. ?,'-—— Pencil top of a pencil, and secure it with double-sided tape. Draw on
- Vi . hearts or tape on card stock ones, then write your message with
%1\-»,*.;} Double-sided tape marker.
\I Marker SUGGESTED MESSAGES:
|'I “Write on, Valentine”

“You're all write”
“You're so sharp!”

Clap Happy (Gift for that special Teacher!)

INSTRUCTIONS:
\\ CRAFT MATERIALS NEEDED: 1. Trace your child’s hand on card stock. Cut out traced hand and
Card stock use as template to make a second hand.

2.  Write a message with the marker. Affix the hands to a tube of
lotion and add card stock hearts with double-sided tape.

SUGGESTED MESSAGES:
“You deserve a hand!”
“Hands down, you're the best”

Marker
Tube of Hand Lotion
Double-sided tape
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This past month, brought some changes at the Warren/Somerset/Hunterdon Area Office. Here are some of the highlights:

Jillian Aide was promoted to the Warren Local Office as a Resource Development Specialist—congratulations to her and the best
of luck in her new position!

Our new facilitator for Warren County is Jennifer Somma, and she can be reached at ext. 2019. (Her direct supervisor is Kelly
Downing, at ext. 2010).

The new support worker for Warren County is Barbara Evans, and she can be reached at ext. 2007. (Kelly Downing is also her
direct supervisor.)

All other positions remain the same—that information can be found on the last page of the Newsletter.

Let’s give a big Warren County Thank You to Jillian for all of her heartfelt work while she was at the Area Office, and a welcome to
Barbara Evans and Jennifer Somma. And, if you get that phone call from Jennifer Somma—remember, she is our new facilitator, and
you need to call her back!
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Warren County is in desperate need for SHSP homes for medically-fragile children. In order to become a SHSP home:
The primary caregiver can work no more than 10 hours each week outside of the home;
You have to attend a 3-day training session in order to be certified;

Training hours annually are 22 hours for the primary caregiver and 5 hours or 15 hours over the 3-year licensing period
for the secondary caregiver.

And, most importantly, the SHSP provider is the person responsible for all of the transportation of the child—DYFS staff
that are not CPR certified cannot do any transportation.

If you are interested in becoming a SHSP home, please contact our SHSP Coordinator, Melanie Smith at x2024 or her supervisor,
Jaclyn Pijut, at x2013.
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From Mary Jane Awrachow, Executive Director, FAFS:
Look for information in the mail regarding our spring raffle. Information to also be posted on www.fafsonline.org
Mark Your Calendar: Annual Meeting is March 7. Invitations to all members will be sent after the holidays.
Look for more information on our website regarding nomination forms for our annual recognition dinner on May 1.

If you wish to place a classified advertise-
ment, please send an e-mail to Tammi at

tammi568@ptd.net .

Adoption attorney practicing in all counties thrbogt New Jersey. Fast, experienced,
and convenient. All paperwork sent to clientddoy, e-mail or regular mail. Clients
are never required to come to the office.

Quality child care at affordable prices; Servings§ weeks to 5 years;

NJ State licensed; First rate curriculum and pnogréor children; Individual
attention as well as group activities; experiensethers with CPR and First
Aid Certifications. Family Owned and Operated!

Located in the Westminster Presbyterian Churchl|ig¥$burg, NJ

Special Note: If you have a foster child in your care and arekiog for that
“special place”, give Heavenly Angels a call—theyatcept the DYFS rate.

My Children’s Dentist | Dr. Dyson is the sole founder and sole practiticfévly Children’s Dentist. He
Professional Corporation | specializes in providing evidence-based pediatittigtry in a safe and compas-
Cornelius L. Dyson, D.D.S. | sionate environment for a wide variety of patiee¢ds. Various types of insurance

FediatiicDenust taken:; however, not Medicaid.
NJ Speciality Permit#5362

134 Bewidere Avenue Special Note: My children love going to visit Dr. Dyson, and weeyery 6
Washington 107582 months like clock-work! Dr. Dyson’s office is chftiendly and he and his
OHicc208) 83> 3000 staff are just amazing—patient, compassionate aodvgreat care to the chil-

Cell: (908) 910-7510 )
Fax: (908) 835-8846 dren!l! Tammi

www.dysondds.com

Visit his website for more informationvww.dysondds.com
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DYES Resource Family Support Unit

L]
£ Child Placement Review (CPR) Board Coordinator
Warren/Somerset/Hunterdon Area : Charlie Altermose, CIC Coordinator 908-475-6157
: 908.730.7782 866.332.3693 = :
£ Value Options, Mobile Mental Health Crisis Response
Nancy Catalano , Casework Supervisor, x2003 § 877-652-7624
: Jaclyn Pijut , Resource Family Support Works Supervisor, x2013 H :
Kelly Downing, Resource Family Support Works Supervisor, x2010 § NJ Adoption Resource Clearing House (NJArch)
: Gerald Grube , Recruiter, x2015 = 877-427-2465 or www.njarch.org :
: Joel Kromer, Trainer, x2009 H
: Jennifer Somma , Facilitator, x2019 I Kinship Legal Guardianship Resource Clearing House
: Melanie Smith , SHSP Coordinator and Support Worker, x2024 = 877-KLG-LINE (877-554-5463) www.kinkonnect.org  :
i Barbara Evans, Support Worker (Warren), x2007 :
i Cathy Maher, Support Worker, x2029 :
Don't forget to speak directly to the people responsible for your child’s §
: case, your caseworker, their supervisor, the office casework supervisor = :
and finally, the local office manager. §
T e e e
FAFS Hotline Resource Family Support Network

1.800.222.0047

These Resource Parents are available to other resource families

: . . . = who may need to talk. Tammi Fennelly 454-7574 * Laurie Braman
: If you need support or advice, need help identifying resources, need £ 454-5645 * Michele Gleason 454-1202 * Cathie Fischer 454-6088 :
: advice regarding court hearings, need ideas for overcoming challeng- = * Chrissy Dudas 859-3064 * Shirley Stocker 454-4029 * Nancy

: ing behavior or need help navigating the DYFS system, all you need to = Deska 454-8932 * and Bonnie Rooks 869-2056.

: do is pick up your phone and call! If you would be willing to help other resource parents, give Tammi
a call so we can add you to the list.

About Our Organization ...

The Warren County Foster and Adoptive Family Services (WCFAFS) is a volunteer committee of the Foster and Adoptive Services (FAFS). We are a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt, non-profit organization dedicated to the support and advocacy of foster/adoptive families in the area of Warren County, New Jersey, and the children placed in
their care by the State Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS). We sponsor various activities for families, including monthly support meetings for foster/adoptive
parents, backpacks with essential items to children entering foster care, and various social events throughout the year. One of the most important things we offer is sup-
port and encouragement to each other.
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