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Warren County 
Volunteer 
Committee 

Leaders 
 
Chairperson 
Tammi Fennelly 
 
Co-Chairperson 
Cathie Fischer 
 
Finance Chair 
Greta Cirillo 
 
Recording Chair 
Faith Capitini 
 
Correspondence Chair 
Christine Dudas 

Are You A 
FAFS 

Member? 
 
Membership in 
FAFS is just $20 per 
year.  Contact 1-
800-222-0047 for 
more information.  
All activities of 
Warren County 
FAFS are open to all 
Resource Families 
in our county, 
however non-
member families are 
occasionally 
charged a small fee. 

Monday, Ju ne 16, 2008, 7pm  
 

Monthly Support Group Meeting 
Harmony Presbyterian Church 

2727 Belvidere Road, Harmony, NJ 
Last Meeting!!!  

 
 

This is our last meeting of the year, until 
September.   Come join us for some fun, and 
good eats!  Bring your favorite dessert!  
Hope to see you there. 
 
Next Meeting:  September 15, 2008, 7pm 
 

 

Foster and Adoptive Family Services  
In Conjunction With 

The National Foster Parent Association 
Invites You to Walk With Us! 

 

Sunday, October 19, 2008  
Check-In Begins at Noon.  

Walk Begins at 1:30pm  

Further details to follow in upcoming Newsletters. 
 
Please see message below regarding participation 
in the Walk. 
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Sunday, August 3, 2008  
FAFS Statewide Picnic  

Black Bear Country Club  
Millstone Township, NJ  

 
FAFS will be hosting a statewide picnic at 
Black Bear Country Club in Millstone 
Township on Sunday, August 3rd, with a 
rain date of August 10th.   
 
Look for your invitation in the mail in mid-
June. 
 
Tickets are limited, so please send your 
refundable deposit as soon as possible 
after receiving your invitation. 

 
Visit the website for Black Bear Country 
Club at: 

www.bblfun.com 
 
 

A Message Regarding the Walk A Thon  
From your WCFAFS Chairperson:  

 
I recently accepted the challenge of participating 
in the Walk Me Home event.  Walk Me Home 
supports the over 513,000 foster children across 
America to bridge the gap between foster parents 
and child welfare agencies. 
 
I am asking you to help by supporting my 
fundraising efforts with a donation.  Your tax-
deductible gift will make a difference in the lives of 
many!  It is faster and easier than ever to support 
this great cause – you can make your donation 
on-line by visiting my personal web page.  If you 
prefer, you can also send your tax-deductible 
contribution directly to me, made payable to Walk 
Me Home, and I will turn your check in on the day 
of the Walk. 
 
Any amount, great or small, helps in our effort to 
support OUR children.  I greatly appreciate your 
support and will keep you posted on my progress. 
 
Visit my personal web page at: 
http://www.walkmehome.org/site/TR/Events/Gener
al?px=1002683&pg=personal&fr_id=1043&et=SC-
7dXHKx9R8J0Nj5Vpf9w..&s_tafId=1109 
 
Thanking You In Advance For Your Support, 
Tammi  

For more information, visit 
www.WalkMeHome.org or call 
FAFS at 1-800-222-0047 for a 
registration packet. 
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Important Notes from FAFS: 
 
�� The next edition of Connections will be mailed in July.   
�� FAFS hosted an Annual Recognition Dinner for Foster and Adoptive Parents on May 2nd at the Sheraton in Eatontown.  Close to 

300 people attended.  Congratulations to all our winners. 
�� FAFS’ Board of Directors will appoint Volunteer Committee Chairs at their June Meeting.   
�� FAFS is celebrating their 35th anniversary this year.  This is a celebration that they share with all of their volunteers, staff, resource 

and adoptive parents, and their partners at DYFS.  Look for more information in Connections and on their website. 
�� FAFS continues to provide NJ licensed resource parents with free in-service training that you need to maintain your resource family 

license.  New Home Correspondence Courses are now available!   See below.  
�� FAFS also continues to support increasing the number of resource families by sponsoring the Honorarium program.  Every licensed 

resource parent who refers someone to become a licensed resourced parent is eligible for a $200 honorarium (awarded after the 
family becomes licensed.) 
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There are 43 home correspondence courses available through FAFS, all of which are towards your credit hours with the exception of 
4 courses. 
 
Some of the NEW courses that are available are: 
 
�� Grasping the Core of DYFS Policies  

At times, it can seem impossible to understand all the technical material relating to your child in out-of-home placement. 
Nevertheless as a resource parent, it is important for you to have a good grasp of such issues as understanding health care and 
medical treatment requirements for the child, what records to keep, how to renew a license, visitation and a variety of other 
policies. This course will give examples of these policies and define related items. 
 

�� Why Does Love Hurt?      
This course expands upon the material presented in the Abusive Relationships between Children and Adults course. General 
information on abusive relationships presented in the previous course will be reviewed. This course will specifically focus on 
friendships and dating relationships both of which occur outside of the home and usually develop in a school setting. The warning 
signs that a friendship or dating relationship may be abusive will be discussed. The course will explain the different forms abuse 
may take in a friendship or dating relationship and who may be at greatest risk for having a relationship turn abusive. It will 
explore characteristics found in the abuser and the abused. Methods for discontinuing the relationship including developing a 
safety plan will be explained. The course will emphasize the importance of positive friendship and dating relationships, and 
present approaches for helping adolescents develop healthy relationships built on honesty and trust. 
 

�� Building Healthy Relationships  
This course will explore the importance of children developing healthy personal relationships. Children who currently are or were 
in out-of-home placement may have experienced or witnessed abusive relationships. The warning signs that a relationship may 
be abusive will be discussed. Strategies to help children cope when they must continue in a relationship or when they are 
reconnecting with biological families after they have aged out of the system, as well as methods for discontinuing the relationship 
will be discussed. The course will explain the many forms of abuse such as physical, verbal and emotional, and will discuss which 
individuals may be at greatest risk and which groups may be targets for abuse. The course will emphasize the importance of 
positive relationships and present approaches for helping children develop healthy relationships built on honesty and respect. 
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This will be our last newsletter of the year until September 2008.  If you would like to receive any e-mails regarding events or other 
communications forwarded to me from other parties, please make sure to provide me with your e-mail address.  Please e-mail me at 
tammi568@ptd.net  
 
Our next meeting will be on September 15, 2008 , 7pm, at Harmony Presbyterian Church.   
Meetings will continue to be held on the 3 rd Monday of each month, beginning at 7pm. 
 
Have a safe and enjoyable summer with the kids!!!! 

Please mark 
your calendar!!! 
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Respectfully Submitted by Faith Capitini, Recording Chair 
Total in Attendance: 16 
Officers Present:  Tammi Fennelly (Chair), Cathie Fischer (Co-Chair), Chrissy Dudas (Corresponding), Faith Capitini (Recording).
Officers Absent:  Greta Cirillo (Finance) 
 
The chair called the meeting to order at 7:20pm. 
 
DYFS Related : Gerald Grube, Recruiter, joined us to talk about sibling home recruitment.  The goal is for 28 homes to be licensed for 
sibling placement of 5 or more children.  Further information to follow as finalized. 
DYFS Report:  Jaclyn Pijut, Supervisor, advised that there is a new policy regarding fingerprinting.  She also introduced the new 
Support Worker for Warren County, Melanie Smith.  Anita Brosky is retiring as of August 1, 2008. 
Old Business:  FAFS Updates/Announcements: Walk-Me-Home Walkathon will be held on October 19, 2008.  The Spring Raffle 
Tickets are due to the FAFS Office no later than June 27, 2008.  There will be a statewide FAFS Picnic on August 3, 2008 at Black Bear 
Lake in Millstone Township, NJ.  Land of Make Believe:  Is on Friday, June 27, 2008.  $10/per person, adult or child.  RSVP by May 10th, 
with money due by May 20th. 
New Business:  FAFS Updates/Announcements:  FAFS won, against 40 other non-profit organizations, the Junior Women’s Club State 
Project.  This is a wonderful opportunity to receive funds for our unrestricted programs such as Fostering Wishes, Scholarships, etc.  FAFS 
contract with DYFS was renewed for another year.  Placement Packs:  Tammi reported that a collection of donated items was received 
from Lopatcong Elementary School to put into our placement packs.  Treasurer’s Report:  The current balance was reported.  June 
Meeting:  Last meeting of the year.  Bring your favorite dessert! 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm.   
Next meeting on June 19, 2008 at Harmony Presbyterian Church. 
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As indicated in last month’s Newsletter, WCFAFS spends approximately $450 each year on mailing out our newsletters.  Again, we would 
like to reduce that amount drastically, if at all possible.  But, we need your help!  In order to reduce our expenditure for the mailing of 
the Newsletters, we need to be able to send out the Newsletters via e-mail to as many Resource Families as we possibly can.  Each dollar 
that we save can be put towards other events (i.e, the holiday party (which we all enjoy!), Parents Night Out Events, etc.) 
 
So, we are asking this ...... will you please provide our group with your e-mail address?  Your e- mail address will be held in the 
strictest of confidence by the Co-Chairs of WCFAFS (Tammi Fennelly and Cathie Fischer), and will not b e given out for any 
solicitation purposes.  All e-mails are sent as “bl ind” so that no other members are privy to other me mber’s e-mail addresses. 
 
Please send Tammi an e-mail at tammi568@ptd.net or give her a call at 908-454-7574 with your e-mail address.  Again, your e-mail will be 
held in the strictest of confidence and will not be given out.  
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	If you have any baby and/or toddler items that you no longer have a need 
for, and can donate to the group, so that another resource parent can utilize, 
please call Tammi at 908-454-7574 or via e-mail at tammi568@ptd.net.   
 
Here are just some ideas that we need to replenish: 

�� bassinets 
�� cribs 
�� pack-n-plays (playpens) 
�� strollers 
�� car seats (infant & toddler) 
�� high chairs 
�� educational toys (V-Tech, etc.) 

 
Any items not listed above, could also be stored in our storage shed. 
 
Your help is greatly appreciated! 
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	 Some quick and easy craft ideas to do with the kids for Father’s Day: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
And, a special poem just for Father’s ............. ... 
 

Footprints 
“Walk a little slower daddy”, said a child so small.  
“I’m following in your footsteps and I don’t want to fall.   
 
Sometimes your steps are very fast,  
Sometimes they’re hard to see; 
So walk a little slower, Daddy,  
For you are leading me. 
 
Someday when I’m all grown up, 
You’re what I want to be; 
Then I will have a little child 
Who’ll want to follow me. 
 
And I would want to lead just right, 
And know that I was true; 
So, walk a little slower, Daddy, 
For I must follow you. 

Handprint Wall Hanging  
 
Supplies Needed: 
�� Paper Plate and Paint 
�� Ribbon (any color) 
 
 

I don’t think we can get much easier than this craft, even for 
young children! 
 
The messy part for parents, but fun for the kids:  put washable 
paint on your child’s hand, and then have them put his/her 
handprint on the paper plate. 
Decorate. 
Punch a hole in the bottom of the plate, and attach ribbon. 

A Scoop of Kisses  
 
Materials Needed: 
�� Laundry Scoop 
�� Hershey Kisses Candy 
�� Clear or Colored Plastic Wrap 
� � Ribbon 

Fill the laundry scoop with Hershey Kisses (or even candy hugs 
and kisses if you can find them).  Cut a large piece of plastic wrap.  
Set the scoop in the middle of the plastic wrap.  Fold the plastic 
wrap over so that the two ends meet at the handle.  Pull the 
plastic wrap tightly around the scoop and gather around the 
handle.  Tie a ribbon around the handle to hold the plastic wrap in 
place.  Tie a note onto the scoop that says “A scoop of Kisses for 
you!” 

Father’s Day Coupon Book  
 
This coupon book can be printed directly from the following website: 
 

http://homeschooling.about.com/od/holidays/ss/fathersprint.htm 
 
It has coupons such as:  breakfast in bed, an uninterrupted nap, taking out the trash, a big hug, 
yard work, a batch of cookies, and more. 
 
Other printable coupons can be found at the following websites: 
 

http://www.squiglysplayhouse.com/ArtsAndCrafts/Holidays/FathersDay/Coupons.pdf 
 

http://familyfun.go.com/printables/season/printable/fathers-day-coupon-book/fathers-day-
coupon-book.html 
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	 DoggieStyleash 
112 Main Street 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840   
908-850-0066 
 
Services Offered: 

�� Dog & Cat Grooming    
�� Dog & Cat Day Care 
�� Dog Spa Treatment 

 
Pricing is based on first appointment evaluation.  
Please remember to mention that you saw this ad in the FAFS 
Newsletter.  
 
“TLC For Your Distinguished Pet”  
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“TLC For Your Distinguished Pet”

Do you need an African-American hair stylist?  If you 
do, give Barbie a call!  She is wonderful.  Her shop is 
small and she gives each and every one of her customers 
her personal and undivided attention.  Finding someone 
to braid my daughter’s hair was very hard – I needed 
someone who was reasonable in pricing, and that was 
patient with a young toddler.  Barbie fit that bill!  If you 
need your daughter’s hair done (corn rows, etc.), please 
give her a call.                    �����  

And yet another wonderful find in Easton!  James has 
been cutting (well, buzzing) both of my sons’ hair for the 
past 9 months.  It seems that his shop specializes in 
African-American and Spanish clientele.  He is located 
right on Northampton Street, and is very easy to get to.  
He is good with children, and has very reasonable 
pricing.  If you need that “special, African-American 
barber”, then this is the place to go.      ������

Are you having trouble finding a 
Pediatric Dentist?  If so, please give Dr. 

Tafaro’s Office a call. 
 

To the best of my knowledge, Dr. 
Tafaro’s Office is still accepting new 
patients, and they do take NJ Health 
HMO’s.  Unfortunately, they do not 

take straight Medicaid. 
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324 Liberty Road 
Stewartsville, NJ 

08886 
PHONE: 

908-454-7574 
E-MAIL: 

tammi568@ptd.net 
 

WEBSITE: 
       www.wcfafs.org 

 
 

 

 
Thanks to Staples 
and Adopt US Kids 
for financial support 

to produce our 
monthly 

newsletters. 
 

 

WCFAFS 
324 Liberty Road 

Stewartsville, NJ 08886 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Help us save money sending out our 
newsletters by sharing your e-mail 
address to tammi568@ptd.net  
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If you need support or advice, need 
help identifying resources, need advice 
regarding court hearings, need ideas 
for overcoming challenging behavior or 
need help navigating the DYFS 
system, all you need to do is pick up 
your phone and call. 

FAFS Hotline  
1-800-222-0047 

www.fafsonline.org  
 

Resource Family Support Network  
These Resource Parents are available 
to other resource families who may 
need to talk.  * Tammi Fennelly 454-
7574 * Laurie Braman 454-5645 * 
Greta Cirillo 213-1953  * Michele 
Gleason 454-1202 * Cathie Fischer 
454-6088 * Chrissy Dudas 859-3064 * 
Shirley Stocker 454-4029 * Nancy 
Deska 454-8932 * Gail Sacelaris 454-
6954 * Bonnie Rooks 859-2056. 
 
If you would be willing to help other 
resource parents, give Tammi a call so 
we can add you to the list. 
 

DYFS Resource Family Support Unit  
Warren/Somerset/Hunterdon Area  

908-730-7782   866-332-3693 
 

Nancy Catalano , Casework Sup x2003 
Jaclyn Pijut , Resource Family Support Workers Sup, x2013 
Cathy Pertisis , Facilitation, Recruitment and Training 
Supervisor, x2029 
Art Kolbjornsen , Trainer, x2003 
Gerald Grube , Recruiter, x2015 
Jillian Adie , Support Worker and SHSP Coordinator, x2016 
Anita Clark Brosky , Support Worker and Facilitator, x2011 
Melanie Smith , Support Worker, x2024 
 
Don’t forget to speak directly to the people responsible for 
your child’s case, your caseworker, their supervisor, the office 
casework supervisor and finally the local office manager. 

Child Placement Review (CPR) Board Coordinator  
Terri Vliet, Team Leader 908-475-6167 or 6171 
Charlie Altemose, CIC Coordinator   908-475-6157 
 
Value Options, Mobile Mental Health Crisis Response  

877-652-7624 
 

NJ Adoption Resource Clearing House (NJARCH)  
877-427-2465 or www.njarch.org  

The Warren County Foster and Adoptive Family Services (WCFAFS) is a volunteer committee of the Foster 
and Adoptive Services (FAFS).  We are a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit organization dedicated to the 
support and advocacy of foster/adoptive families in the area of Warren County, New Jersey, and the children 
placed in their care by the State Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS).  We sponsor various 
activities for families, including monthly support meetings for foster/adoptive parents, backpacks with 
essential items to children entering foster care, and various social events throughout the year.  One of the 
most important things we offer is support and encouragement to each other. 


