
           PARENT’S NIGHT OUT!!!!!  

    Friday, November 21, 2008, 6-10pm 
     FUN TIMES FOR KIDS 

224 Stockton Street, Phillipsburg, NJ  08865 
                           908-859-9700 

      www.funtimesforkids.com  
 

Members of FAFS can enjoy the wonderful benefit of bringing their children to Fun Times for Kids from 
6-10pm, at no charge.  Those Resource Parents that are not members of FAFS will pay a nominal fee 
of $20, 1st child, and then $17 each additional child. 

Reservations must be made in advance , for members and non-members!!  If you would like for your 
child to enjoy this fun-filled evening of pizza, games, and play in the party rooms, call Tammi Fennelly 
at 908-454-7574 or send a quick e-mail to tammi568@ptd.net.  I will need the names of each child, 
along with their age.   Reservations must be made no later than November 12 , 2008. 

Monday, November 17, 2008, 7pm  

Monthly Support Group Meeting 
Harmony Presbyterian Church 
2727 Belvidere Road, Harmony 

 

Come out and help us celebrate Adoption Aware-
ness Month!  We have small gifts for our members 
who have adopted from the child welfare system. 

  Next Meeting: 

December 15, 2008 

Special Presentation by NJArch 

“Adoption & Foster Care in the School”,  

credit hour certification 
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Warren County Foster and Adoptive Family Services 
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WCFAFS Holiday Party 
Donation Letter 
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NJ Arch Lending Library 
& National Adoption Day 
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Adoption Announce-
ments & Autumn Fun 
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WCFAFS October 20, 
2008 Meeting Minutes 

6 

Spread the Word! and 
Classifieds 

7 

Who Can I Call? 8 

Warren County      
Volunteer Committee 

Leaders 

Co-Chairpersons              
Tammi Fennelly                 
Cathie Fischer 

Finance Chair                
Michele Gleason  

Recording Chair             
Faith Capitini 

Correspondence Chair 
Deborah Greene 

Fundraising Chair        
Nancy Deska 

Saturday, November 15, 2008  

National Adoption Day 

 

 

 

 

 

Call 800-ASK-DFTA to get the Dave Thomas 
Foundation for Adoption Awareness toolkit for 
free.  Or you can even order on-line!  Visit the 
website for a variety of ideas and resources: 

www.DaveThomasFoundationforAdoption.org 

 

Saturday, December 13, 2008, 12:30pm—3:30pm  

H O L I D A Y   P A R T Y 

Centenary College, Hackettstown, NJ 

(for Warren County Resource Families Only) 

FAFS Members No Charge / Non-FAFS Members $20/per f amily 

Join us for food, gifts, Santa, family photos, crafts, projects led by Girl Scouts and other entertainment 
(possibly the caricature artist may visit, or even a face painter!).  Recently, the Holiday Party Reserva-
tion Form was mailed to all Foster and Adoptive Families.  If you have not yet mailed back your Reser-
vation Form (this is for attendance purposes and gift wishes for the children), please take a moment to 

do so.  The deadline for the Reservation Form is November 1, 2008.   Included in this Newslet-

ter, is a copy of the Reservation Form, together with our donation letter.  Please feel free to print out, 
copy, and give to any organizations that you think you may be able to make a donation.     

Are You A FAFS Member? 

Sign up at 
www.fafsonline.org  

or call 1.800.222.0047  

for an application!   

It is only $20/per year. 
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Warren County Foster and Adoptive Family Services ( A volunteer committee of FAFS) 
Co-Chairs:  Tammi Fennelly / Cathleen Fischer 
324 Liberty Road 
Stewartsville, NJ 08886 
908. 454. 7574 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Janis Nietzer 
President 
 
Janet Farrand 
First Vice President 
 
Edward Ciak 
Treasurer 
 
Charles Cannaveno 
Secretary 
 
Lynn Nowak 
Ed Shain 
Vincent Terry 
 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
Bernard & Sue Dondiego 
Founders 
 
Susan DeBrigard 
Chairperson 
 
Cong. Robert Andrews 
Tom Blatner 
Florence Brown 
Cong. Michael Ferguson 
Lucinda Florio 
Sen. Thomas H. Kean, Jr. 
Cong. Steven Rothman 
Douglas Stives, CPA 
Roch Switlik 
Sen. Joseph Vitale 
Cecilia Zalkind, Esq. 
 
Executive Director 
Mary Jane Awrachow 
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NJ Arch has an extensive library of books, articles, and videos.  Please visit the following website: 

http://www.njarch.org/Library/Lending_Library_Directory.htm 

To borrow one of NJ Arch’s adoption books or videos, just fill out the request form on-line.  Materials may be borrowed for a 2-week 
period.  A return label with postage will be included in the package.  

Here are just some of the newest books that they have available to borrow: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plus there are so many more!  There are books for children, teenagers, and adults.  Take advantage of this 
wonderful opportunity that is given to us! 

From Adam Pertman, Executive Director Evan B. Donal dson Adoption Institute:  

Every once in a while, a book comes along that can make an honest difference in the understanding 
of an important subject -- and, therefore, in people's lives. I'm delighted to say that `Making Room in 
Our Hearts' is one of those books. It takes on open adoption, which remains too poorly understood 
despite its growing prevalence, and explains it in the best possible way: through the stories of those 
who live it. The result is simultaneously touching and enlightening; it's a wonderful combination that I 
hope and believe will make an honest difference in the continued evolution of adoption from the stig-
matized, secretive process that it used to be into one that is honest, healthy and better serves all of 
its participants, especially the children.  

Over time, all families change. Sometimes, when families have big problems, they need to 
change so kids are safe. A child’s family might change from a birth family to a foster family or 
an adoptive family.  That kind of change can be hard on kids. This book can help children and 
families through this difficult change.  With the support of caring adults, children who experi-
ence termination of parental rights can move from the pain of the past to the promise of the 
future 
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National Adoption  Day is a collective national effort to raise awareness of the 129,000 children in foster care waiting to find perma-
nent, loving families.  For the last 8 years, National Adoption Day has made the dreams of thousands of children come true by working 
with courts, judges, attorneys, adoption professionals, child welfare agencies and advocates to finalize adoptions and find permanent, 
loving homes for children in foster care.     (information found on website: www.nationaladoptionday.org) 

WATCH A Home For the Holidays Television Special  Date: TBD 
Gather your family and friends in December to watch this powerful special on CBS featuring foster care adoption stories, children who 
are waiting to be adopted, and musical performances by some of America’s most popular artists.  The Dave Thomas Foundation for 
Adoption, Wendy’s, Children’s Action Network and Triage Productions are pleased to present the 10th annual telecast. 

 

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE      Limited Edition Adoption Ornament 

  Christopher Radko Dave Thomas 2008 Celebrate Adoption Ornament    $48 
The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption is dedicated to increasing the adoptions of the over 150,000 children 
in the foster care system.  Christopher Radko created this Christmas—a child’s stocking literally filled with love—
to support the foundation in its mission to help more kids find loving families … one of the simplest joys of the 
Christmas season.   

This year’s collectible ornament details:  mouth-blown glass, hand-painted, approximately 6” tall.  10% of each 
ornament sold will be donated to the Dave Thomas Foundaiton.   

 

This limited edition ornament will be sold exclusively through Federated Department Stores, online at www.macys.com or by calling 
directly to 1-800-289-6229.       (Web ID # 327855)       Quantities Limited, so order early. 
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Congratulations to Annie Pike and her husband, 
Johnathan Steenstra, on the adoption of their son, 
Joseph Johnathan Steenstra, age 7.  Their finalization 
date was September 5, 2008.  This was an extra-
special adoption as Joe was Annie and Johnathan’s 
very first foster child (placed with them back in August 
2006), and now their very first (adopted) child . Joe 
has a younger foster sister, age 2. Direct Quote From 
Mom:  From a kid who was bouncing off walls and 
allergic to everything, we have a son who is happy, 
intelligent, healthy and very friendly and caring.  We 
are very happy. 
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Here are some more fun ideas from one of my now very favorite websites!  Hope you enjoy them too. 

Remember absent relatives with these 
one-of-a-kind holiday leaf cards. 

LEAF RUBBING  

THANKSGIVING CARDS 

Craft Materials Needed:  

�  Paper 

�  Autumn Leaves 

�  Colored pencils or crayons 
Time Needed:  Under 1 Hour 

1. To make leaf rubbing cards, start by folding a sheet of 
paper in half widthwise and place a leaf, vein side up, 
inside the folded sheet.  You will now have a card with a 
leaf hidden inside. 

2. Use colored pencils or crayons to gently rub over the leaf 
so that the shape becomes visible on the cover of the 
card (switch colors midway to create a variegated leaf).  
Remove the leaf, then repeat with other leaves and col-
ors. 

3. Add a holiday message on the cover of the card. 

Tip:  Pick leaves while they are still on the tree.  
The dried-out leaves will crumble if your little 
artist gets too enthusiastic. 

APPLE DUMPLINGS 

Delicious as they come and the kids can help you bake them. 

Ingredients Needed:  

�  1/4 cup raisins 

�  1/4 cup dried, sweetened cranberries 

�  1/4 cup chopped walnuts (optional) 

�  1/2 tsp. cinnamon 

�  1/2 tsp. nutmeg 

�  Pre-made pastry for an 8 or 9 inch 2 crust 
pie 

�  4 small, cored baking apples 

�  1 cup brown sugar 

1. Combine the raisins, cranberries, walnuts, and spices in a bowl and set 
aside.  On a lightly floured cloth-covered surface, roll out the pastry into a 
14-inch square, then cut it into 4 squares.  Place a cored apple on top of 
each square and fill the center with the raisin and cranberry mix. 

2. Cover each apple with its pastry square by bringing the opposite corners 
up over the fruit and pinching them together.  Then, seal together all of the 
pastry edges, moistening them with water if needed.  Place the dumplings 
in a glass baking dish. 

3. In a saucepan, bring the brown sugar and water to a boil, and then pour it 
over the dumplings (a parent’s job).  Bake in a preheated 425 degree oven, 
spooning the syrup over the dumplings a few times, until the crust is golden 
(about 40 minutes). 
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Respectfully Submitted by Faith Capitini, Recording Chair 
Total in Attendance:  17 
Officers Present: Tammi Fennelly (Co-Chair), Cathie Fischer (Co-Chair), Faith Capitini (Recording Chair), Deborah Greene 

(Corresponding Chair), Michele Gleason (Treasurer), and Nancy Deska (Fundraising Chair) 
Officers Absent: None 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:20pm, and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
Welcome and Introductions made, with a special welcome to our Guest Speaker, Douglas M. Pine, Esq. 
 
SPEAKER PRESENTATION:  Douglas M. Pine, Esq., attended this month’s meeting to discuss Adoption Finalizations, and the steps  
leading up to the finalization.  Mr. Pine discussed the following:  1) any lawyer can be used who will accept the DYFS rate; 2) make 
sure all medical is completed on child(ren) and that parents fingerprints are current; 3) Dorothy Rand, Adoption Supervisor in Warren 
County is moving more adoptions along in Warren County; 4) Birth Certificates; 5) Judgment of Adoptions with Schools; 6) changing 
of Social Security Number for child(ren); 7) Amendment to Domestic Violence Law is under advisement with regard to Adoptive and 
Biological Parents. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Walk Me Home Walk-A-Thon: Tammi advised that over 200 people walked and the goal of $25,000 was exceeded. 
NJ’s 27th Annual Let’s Talk Adoption Conference: Still time to register for November 1, 2008. 
Pumpkin Patch Event: 41 children and their parents attended. 
Parent’s Night Out Event: November 21, 2008 at Fun Times for Kids, from 6-10pm, no charge for FAFS Members and non-FAFS members 
$20/1st child and $17/each additional child.  RSVP’s are a must. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Holiday Party 2008:  Much thanks to Nancy Deska for securing Centenary College for our Holiday Party!  The party will be held on Saturday, 
December 13, 2008 from 12:30pm – 3:30pm.  Wish List & Reservation Form is due in by 11/1/08.  The party will be open to all resource par-
ents in Warren County however, there will be a $20/per family fee for non-members of FAFS and members of FAFS will attend free.  Discus-
sion held on status of music, Santa, Girl Scouts, Photographer and Caricature Artist, as well as establishment of Set-Up and Clean-Up Com-
mittees. 
Newsletter Status, Handling Of: Beginning with the November Newsletter, there will no longer be mailed copies.  The Newsletter will be issued 
electronically via e-mail, with copies on the WCFAFS website by the 3rd of each month. 
Adoption Subsidy Payments Delayed  There was a delay in issuing adoption subsidy checks to approximately 500 families this month. 
Fostering Wishes Applications:  Tammi reminded everyone of the Fostering Wishes Program and invited those who had foster children in their 
care to submit an Application. 
DYFS Report:  Jaclyn Pijut, Supervisor, spoke about “Speak Up for Kids!” which is a program to help raise awareness about the need for fos-
ter and adoptive families. 
FAFS Announcements/Updates:  The fall raffle is coming – be on the look out for your tickets.  FAFS was chosen to be a client of Partnership 
in Philanthropy and they are working closely with consultants to help bring in more money for programs not paid for by the State. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Discussed. 
Open Discussion:  No new items were brought to the table.  
 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:40pm, as no other items were presented for discussion. 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, November 17, 2008. 
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Come join us …… it count’s toward your In-Service T raining Hours  

 
Dana Fried of NJArch will be joining us on Monday, December 15, 2008 to present: 

Adoption and Foster Care in the School 
This workshop will focus on the various issues that affect the adopted or foster child in the school setting; adopted related assignments (family 
tree, genetics, family structure), who to tell in the school, teacher understanding of adoption issues, plus other delicate issues.  Included will 
be discussion and website references and handouts.   Approximate Length of Training:  One and one-half hours 

        Training Hours Credit:  2 hours 

 

We are hopeful to have babysitting service for this Meeting.  If you wish to attend and will be in attend of babysitting service, please let Tammi 
know at 908-454-7574 or via e-mail at tammi568@ptd.net. 



Adoption attorney practicing in all counties throughout New Jersey.  Fast, experienced, 
and convenient.   All paperwork sent to clients by fax, e-mail or regular mail.  Clients 
are never required to come to the office. 

3�������	5�������	6	,#����!����3�������	5�������	6	,#����!����3�������	5�������	6	,#����!����3�������	5�������	6	,#����!����	 			 If you wish to place a classified advertise-
ment, please send an e-mail to Tammi at 
tammi568@ptd.net . 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR WCFAFS:   We are in need of just some of the following items for other resource parents: 

�  Cribs and Toddler Beds 

�  High Chairs 

�  Pack-N-Plays and/or Bassinets 
 

If you have any of the above to donate, please call Tammi at 454-7574 or Cathie at 454-6088.  Thank you. 

ITEMS AVAILABLE:  

We have several of the following items available in our shed.   

�  Strollers (regular and umbrella-type) 
�  Exersaucers 
�  Car Seats 

If you are in need of any of these items, please contact either Tammi (454-7574) or Cathie (454-6088) so that we may 
make arrangements to get together.  They are here for the taking! 
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Spread the word about the need for foster and adoptive families and collect a pledge from each person you talk 
to.  Collecting pledges is easy and fun.  A pledge is not monetary; instead it’s a commitment to listen and learn 
more about fostering and/or adopting.  Just tell your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and others about the rewards of helping 
children in need.  Pledge forms are available for you to collect pledges.  Make sure forms are completed with the name, address, and 
phone number of the person you talked to about the need for foster and adoptive parents. 

Win a Prize! 
 
Competition is a friendly way to see who has the motivation and commitment to collect the most pledges.  The family who collects the 
most pledges will be rewarded for their efforts. 
 
And don’t forget—a $200 honorarium will be awarded to any licensed foster or adoptive parent who recruits a person who also be-
comes a licensed foster or adoptive foster parent. 
 

Need more information?   Call Your Local Area Office and ask for Gerald Grube, Recruiter.  908-730-7782, x2015. 

Quality child care at affordable prices; Serving ages 6 weeks to 5 years; 
NJ State licensed; First rate curriculum and programs for children; Individual 
attention as well as group activities; experienced teachers with CPR and First 
Aid Certifications.    Family Owned and Operated! 
Located in the Westminster Presbyterian Church, Phillipsburg, NJ 
Special Note:  If you have a foster child in your care and are looking for that 
“special place”, give Heavenly Angels a call—they do accept the DYFS rate. 
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Resource Family Support Network  

 

These Resource Parents are available to other resource families 
who may need to talk.  Tammi Fennelly 454-7574 * Laurie Braman 
454-5645 *  Michele Gleason 454-1202 * Cathie Fischer 454-6088 
* Chrissy Dudas 859-3064 * Shirley Stocker 454-4029 * Nancy 
Deska 454-8932 * Gail Sacaleris 454-6954 * and Bonnie Rooks 
869-2056. 

If you would be willing to help other resource parents, give Tammi 
a call so we can add you to the list. 

DYFS Resource Family Support Unit  
Warren/Somerset/Hunterdon Area  

908.730.7782    866.332.3693 
 
Nancy Catalano , Casework Supervisor, x2003 
Jaclyn Pijut , Resource Family Support Works Supervisor, x2013 
Kelly Downing, Resource Family Support Works Supervisor, x2010 
Gerald Grube , Recruiter, x2015 
Joel Kromer, Trainer, x2009  
Jillian Aide , Facilitator, x2016  
Melanie Smith , SHSP Coordinator and Support Worker, x2024 
OPEN Positions —Support Worker 
 
Don’t forget to speak directly to the people responsible for your child’s 
case, your caseworker, their supervisor, the office casework supervisor 
and finally, the local office manager. 
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About Our Organization … 
The Warren County Foster and Adoptive Family Services (WCFAFS) is a volunteer committee of the Foster and Adoptive Services (FAFS).  We are a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt, non-profit organization dedicated to the support and advocacy of foster/adoptive families in the area of Warren County, New Jersey, and the children placed in 
their care by the State Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS).  We sponsor various activities for families, including monthly support meetings for foster/adoptive 
parents, backpacks with essential items to children entering foster care, and various social events throughout the year.  One of the most important things we offer is sup-
port and encouragement to each other. 

Child Placement Review (CPR) Board Coordinator  
Charlie Altermose, CIC Coordinator   908-475-6157 

 
Value Options, Mobile Mental Health Crisis Response  

877-652-7624 
 

NJ Adoption Resource Clearing House  
877-427-2465 or www.njarch.org 

 
Kinship Legal Guardianship Resource Clearing House  

877-KLG-LINE (877-554-5463)   www.kinkonnect.org 
 

FAFS Hotline  

1.800.222.0047 

 

If you need support or advice, need help identifying resources, need 
advice regarding court hearings, need ideas for overcoming challeng-
ing behavior or need help navigating the DYFS system, all you need to 
do is pick up your phone and call! 
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