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Upcoming Events

September 2008

Monday, September 15, 2008
Monthly Support Group Meeting

Harmony Presbyterian Church
2727 Belvidere Road, Harmony
First Meeting of the Year!!

This is the first meeting of the new
year, and we would love to see fa-
miliar faces, as well as new faces!!
Hope you can join us.

Mark the following
dates for 2008:

October 20th
November 17th
December 15th

Saturday, October 11, 2008

West Portal Pumpkin Patch
274 Asbury/West Portal Rd., Asbury

1pm—3pm
We are hosting our 9th

Patch annual Pumpkin Patch
event for Warren County
Foster and Adoptive
Families at West Portal Pumpkin Patch (address above), from
1pm-3pm. Children can enjoy the corn maze, hayride and a free
pumpkin. The little ones can enjoy the corn box (similar to a
sandbox) and the children’s hay maze (obstacle course made
out of hay bales).

Cost: Adults and Children Under 1 are free; children of mem-
bers pay only $3.00; bring a friend for only $7.00.

Call Tammi at 908-454-7574 to reserve your spot, or you can
even send an e-mail to tammi568@ptd.net.

The Pumpki

Walk Me Home

AMERICA'S ONLY NATIONWIDE WALK FOR FOSTER CARE

Sunday, October 19, 2008
Check-In Begins at Noon.
Walk Begins at 1:30pm.
Foster and Adoptive Family Services
In Conjunction With
The National Foster Parent Association
Invites You to Walk With Us!!

For more information, visit www.WalkMeHome.org
or call FAFS at 1-800-222-0047 for a registration packet.

Special Message: | recently accepted this challehdValk-Me-Home supports the over 513,000 fostéile
dren across America to bridge the gap between foptaents and child welfare agencies. | am askipgu to
help by supporting my fundraising efforts with a dation. Any amount, great or small, helps in ourfeft to
support OUR children. | greatly appreciate yourpgport and will keep you posted on my progress. it\fisy

personal webpage at:http://www.walkmehome.org/site/TR/Events/General?

px=1002683&pg=personal&fr_id=1043&et=SC-7dXHKxIRBIBVpfow..&s tafld=1109

Thanking you in advance for your support, Tammi
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‘z Further details to follow in October Newsletter.

Parent’s Night Out Event, 6pm—210pm (('f'ﬁ

Friday, November 21, 2008

o

Fun Times for Kids
Phillipsburg, NJ

Are You a FAFS Member?

Membership in FAFS is just
$20 per year. Contact 1-800-
222-0047 for more information.
All activities of Warren County
FAFS are open to all Resource
Families in our county; how-
ever, non-member families are
charged a small fee.

Did you know???

That your $20 can be
offset each year if you
attend a County work-
shop?

By being a FAFS mem-
ber, you and your family
are eligible to attend our
events throughout the
year at no, or very little,
cost. (Example—Parents
Night Out Event—cost to
members $0 (no matter if
it is 1 child or 5 children);
non-members, $20/child.
So if you have 3 children,
then that is $60 in FREE
childcare for 4 hours!
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County Co-Chairs
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Introduction of Your County Co-Chairperson, Tammi Fennelly

Last year, | had the wonderful experience
as serving as your County Chairperson.
To that extent, | have been appointed by
the FAFS Board to serve in the capacity
as Co-Chairperson, along with Cathie
Fischer, for the 2008/2009 year. | am
again looking forward to this honor. Just a
quick recap from my introduction last
year— my husband Rick and | have been
married for 12 years, we have been foster
parents for the past 9 1/2 years, and we
have 5 beautiful (all adopted) children, 2
boys and 3 girls, with the most recent
adoption just having finalized on the 24th
of July, ranging in age from 9 years down
to 22 months.

Some of my “extra-curricular” activities
have included serving on the Middlesex
County Child Placement Review (CPR)
Board, trained as a Co-Trainer for PRIDE,
and serving on the Lopatcong Township

Special Services Board. Going forward, |
anticipate that | will still be involved with
the Lopat Twp Special Services Board,
and hopefully I will be able to secure a
seat on the Warren County CPR Board. |
have become more involved with the Lo-
patcong Athletic Association, and the Lo-
patcong PTA. And | am sure that the list
will continue to grow. This past year, |
was nominated for, and received, the
FAFS Commitment Award. This was an
honor that | was not expecting but re-
ceived with heartfelt gratitude.

We have some wonderful events planned
for the coming year—the Pumpkin Patch
in October, Parent’s Night Out Event in
November, the Holiday Party in Decem-
ber, and that is just for 2008. 2009 should
bring a roller-skating event, and hopefully
another Parent’s Night Out Event. We are
also arranging several presentations and

speakers for this year which should be of
interest to many of you. The first speaker
to join us will be in October, and that will
be Douglas S. Pine, Esq., who will come
and talk about the adoption process!

Please know that | am here for you if you
need me—ijust call or stop by.

324 Liberty Road, Stewartsville
908-454-7574

Foster care and adoption hold a very
special place in my heart. Without
foster care and adoption, | would not
be as blessed as | am today. Thank
you to each of you for taking on this
endeavor and continue doing what

you do so well!

Introduction of Your County Co-Chairperson, Cathie Fischer

| have been appointed by the FAFS Board
to serve in the capacity as Co-
Chairperson, along with Tammi Fennelly,
for the 2008/2009 year. My husband,
Tom and | have been foster parents for
almost 5 years. We are a SHSP home
also. We have a 26 year-old son, Bren-
dan, who lives in Arizona, a 16 year-old
daughter, Erin and on August 13, 2008,
we finally adopted our daughter, Jaiden,
age 12, and our son, Biagio, age 7.
Jaiden and Biagio were placed with us
over 4 years ago and we have learned
many things about being a resource fam-
ily. Most of all, | have had to learn how to
be an advocate for my children in the
schools and DYFS and other agencies.
Warren County FAFS has been the best

support. Without it, | am not certain |
would have continued doing foster care. It
is my goal as Co-Chair to be available to
provide support to other resource families
so we can be the best families for our
children. 1 look forward to seeing you at
our meetings and meeting new faces as
we continue our “journey” together as
foster/adoptive parents.

As Tammi mentioned in her Introduction,
there are many activities and events
planned for the 2008/2009 year. We have
several speakers lined up, and the pres-
entations that they will be giving will count
towards your credit hours.

Feel free to reach out for me anytime with
any question you may have.

570 Red School Lane, Phillipsburg
908-454-6088

Can You Help?? Ort Farms—Fostering Wishes Fundraier

Our major annual fundraiser for the Fostering Wishes Program ($75 grants to foster children annually) is being held the first two (2)
weekends in October in Long Valley, NJ. Our help is really needed to support this mission by donating a few hours of our time either
during the event or before the event by putting together items to be sold. Warren County children benefit from having special wishes
granted each year. As one of the counties that benefit most from this program, we are hopeful that each of you can help!

Ort Farms hours are 10am—4p/5pm on the following dates: October 4, 5, 11, 12 and 13.
If you can help, please call Janet Farrand at 908-876-4419. Thank you.

To learn more about Fostering Wishes, call FAFS at 1-800-222-0047 or visit this website:
http://www.fafsonline.org/FosteringWishes.html
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August 2008 Important Notes from FAFS

Visit our website, www.fafsonline.org, to register to participate in our walk to raise awareness of children in foster care and their
families who provide their care, as well as to raise funds for both FAFS and the National Foster Parent Association. If you don't
have access to the internet, you can also call us at 1.800.222.0047 for more information. The walk will take place on Sunday,
October 19 in New Brunswick.

Look for your new Training Catalog in the fall.
Training transcripts have been mailed. Call if you haven't received yours.

The fall raffle tickets will be in the mail soon. Our winners generally take home close to $2,000. Remember: you can't win, if you
don’t buy a ticket!

Mary Jane Awrachow, Executive Director

Meet the Acting Commissioner of DCF .. Kimberly Ric  ketts

This Article Can be found by visiting State of New Jersey, Department of Children and Families website =~ —Meet the Acting Commissioner

On June 13, 2008, Governor Jon S. Corzine nominated Kimberly Ricketts M.Ed. To be the third Commissioner
of the Department of Children and Families. Ricketts was sworn in as Acting Commissioner on July 1, 2008.
Before joining State government, Ricketts spent 13 years working with children and families in community,
behavioral health and social service organizations in North Carolina, Florida and New Jersey.

Before her nomination as Commissioner, Ricketts served as the Administrator of the Dept. of Law and Public
Safety since August 2006 where she oversaw a $1 billion budget and more than 9,000 employees. As a
member of the Attorney General’s senior staff, she was responsible for all administrative, budget and fiscal
aspects of all ten divisions within the Department, including the NJ State Police, the Division of Criminal Jus-
tice and the Division of Law, as well as more than 160 facilities. As Administrator, she achieved substantial
management efficiencies and cost-savings by reorganizing the Administrative unit of the Office of the Attorney
Genera and improving utilization of existing resources. Under her leadership, the Department implemented
the Consolidated Grants Management Office, resulting in an expedited review and approval process and im-
proved coordination of department resources. She was also a critical participant in the creation and rollout of the Governor’s Strategy
for Safe Streets and Neighborhoods, which attempts to reduce violent crime by preventing youth violence, enhancing law enforcement
anti-gang strategies and successful reentry of ex-offenders into society.

She first joined the Dept of Law and Public Safety as the Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs in April 2005, serving as the pri-
mary advocate for consumers across the State on issues ranging from identity theft to various financial and consumer frauds. The
Division also regulates more than one half-million people licensed in nearly 80 professions and occupations through Professional and
Occupational Boards. As a direct result of her leadership, NJ gained national recognition as the only State in the nation to file suit
against the oil industry for unfair commercial practices that resulted in higher gasoline process for NJ consumers. The Division col-
lected more than $1.3 million in fines from four major oil companies in settling the suits.

Before joining the Dept of Law and Public Safety, she served as executive director of the Governor’'s Task Force and Mental Health
from November 2004 until April 2006. Under her leadership, the task force evaluated NJ’s public mental health system, producing
more than 50 primary recommendations in four and a half months. These reforms included a $40 million increase in mental health
funding, including a Special Needs Housing Trust Fund and funding for job training and placement.

Prior to her work with the task force, she held various positions at the Dept of Community Affairs, including Assistant Commissioner
and Chief of Staff, where she was responsible for oversight of the Div of Local Government Services, Division of Fire Safety, and the
Division on Women, among others.

Early in her career, she spent 13 years working in the behavioral health and social services field. In North Carolina and Florida, she
worked with children and families as senior residential counselor working toward reunification or adoption of children in the state’s
care. In Florida, she served as an Assistant Clinical Administrator of Children’s Services, overseeing case management and counsel-
ing services on-site at Head Start locations, low-income housing developments and in a clinically appropriate after school program for
severely and emotionally disturbed children and their families. She also ran a 24-hour co-ed runaway shelter in Florida, providing
shelter, reunification and transitional services to adolescents and their families, including a SafePlace program.

She graduated from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte with an undergraduate degree in human services and a minor in child
and family development. She also received a master of education from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Ricketts, 41,
currently resides in Highland Park, New Jersey.
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New Jersey Resource Family Training Requirements

We would just like to take this opportunity to remind you of the Training Requirements for Resource Parent.

Remember: In-service training provides resource families with the on-going knowledge and skills that are essential to continually
provide for the needs of the children placed in your home.
Resource families are required to complete the following in-service training requirements:

Primary Resource Family Provider: 7 hrs annually or 21 hrs over the 3 year licensing cycle

Secondary Resource Family Provider: 5 hrs annually or 15 hrs over the 3 year licensing cycle

Special Home Service Provider (SHSP): 22 hrs annual ly

Secondary SHSP Provider: 5 hrs annually or 15 h  rs over the 3 year licensing cycle
The licensing cycle starts from the month you are | icensed and varies with each family.

FAFS offers in-service training opportunities through an array of flexible modalities that include Train Online, Home Correspondence
Courses, Teleconferences and County Workshops. For each Resource Parents convenience, FAFS maintains a training transcript,
which is a record of any courses you successfully complete through FAFS.

Training Services for NJ Foster/Adoptive Parents ...Train Online,
Home Correspondence, County Workshop, Teleconferers

FAFS’ Training Department serves numerous functions to the foster and adoptive community. Their primary responsibilities include:

FAFS Training Online . Bridging time and distance, you will be able to take courses online at a time that is
convenient for you. At this time, this service is ONLY available to licensed resource parents. Completion of
each course will give you 2 hours towards maintaining your license.

Home Correspondence Courses . Are educational pamphlets accompanied by videos that are mailed to re- Currently,

source parents. Completion of each course will give you 2 hours towards maintaining your license. there are 12

County Based Trainings . Are given in each county once per year for all licensed resource parents. Partici- courses offered in

pation in these workshops will give you 3 hours of in-service training towards maintaining your license. Training Online;

Teleconferences . Are 2-hour trainings delivered by experts in the field of the topic. Itis a great convenient and

way to gain information, knowledge and training credits. A3 e

Correspondence

FAFS provides FREE Training to Licensed New JersBgsource Families Courses offered

The Teleconference trainings vary—as does the County Based Trainings.
Check the FAFS website at www.fafsonline.org for more information on these trainings.

NJ Licensed Resource Parent Recruitment Honorarium

FAFS will award a $200 honorarium to
any licensed resource parent who recruits
a person who also becomes licensed as a
resource parent. Here’s how it works -

Simply tell the person you have recruited
to be sure to give us your name when he
or she calls FAFS to complete an inquiry
or just call us yourself.

It's That Easy!

Call 1.800.222.0047

FAFS has to hear from either you or the
person you recruited in order to process
the award. So call and tell them whom
you have recruited.

The need for Resource Homes is real ad
the award is well deserved.

It's our way of saying thank you!

Page 4

Warren County Foster and Adoptive Family Services



New Jersey Foster Care Scholars Program and FAFS Ademic
Scholarships, Opportunity Grants

Books and Supplies

For those that may not know ... funded academic scholarships and oppor-

Transportation .
The New Jersey Foster Care (NJFC) c ers/Special Equ . tunity grants for foster and adoptgd youth
Scholars Program was put into place after omputers/special equipmen are ayallable. These awards are in place
Governor McGreevey signed the Tuition Child Care Costs to assist foster and adopted youth (who
Waiver Bill in July 2003. Through the are graduating high school) to obtain a
passing of this legislation, eligible foster NJ Foster Care Scholars Program - The higher education or with moving into the
and homeless youth may receive full tui-  2008/2009 NJFC Application can be found next phase of their lives. The funding for
tion to a publi ; ; . T these awards is made possible through
public NJ college, university, or at the FAFS Website by visiting . .

; . ) the generosity of dedicated benefactors
vocational school. www.fafsonline.org/NJFClinfo.html. and members
In addition, tuition assistance for private or N .
out of state institutions is available Deadlines: Please visit www.fafsonline.org for further
through the Federal Education and Train-  J b0 " oae o o information.
ing Voucher Program. Students acce- ' i
peted into this program may also receive ~ March 1, 2009 for the Spring Please note that FAFS Scholarship In-
assistance in the following areas: _ _ formation/Application and the NJFC

Room and Board FAFS Academic Scholarships, Oppor- Scholars Application are SEPARATE

tunity Grants — A Series of privately

June 16, 2008 WCFAFS Meeting Minutes

Respectfully Submitted:  Faith Capitini, Recording Chair

Programs. Please contact FAFS’ Schol-

Total in Attendance: 12
Officers Present: Tammi Fennelly (Chair), Cathie Fischer (Co-Chair), Greta Cirillo (Finance), Faith Capitini (Recording)
Officers Absent: Chrissy Dudas (Corresponding)

The chair called the meeting to order at 7:26pm.

Old Business:  FAFS Updates/Announcements— Walk-Me-Home Walkathon is scheduled for October 19, 2008. The Spring Raffle
Tickets are due back to the FAFS Office by June 27, 2008. The Resource Parent Statewide Picnic will be held on August 3, 2008 at
Black Bear Lake, with further details to follow. Land of Make Believe— is on Friday, June 27, 2008. $10/per person, adult or child for
member; $15/per person, adult or child, non-member.

]New Business:  DYFS Report— Anita Brosky advised that Kathy Pertesis is now at the Somerset Office as a Permanency Supervi-
sor and that she and Art will both be retiring on August 1, 2008. FAFS Nomination of Co-Chairs to WCFAFS Board—  The FAFS
Board will appoint Chairs/Co-Chairs, effective July 1, 2008. Appointments to WCFAFS Board Discussion = —Discussion held on
who would be interested in holding the following Board Appointments: Corresponding (Deborah Greene interested), Recording (Faith
Capitini interested), and Finance (Michele Gleason interested). Appointments to be made at the September 2008 Meeting by Ap-
pointed Chair/Co-Chairs. Treasurers Report— The current balance, after Land of Make Believe payment, was reported. Open Dis-
cussion— Discussion held on the types of presentations/speakers for 2008/2009. Some ideas were sensory issues, ODD
(Oppositional Defiance Disorder), Grief and Loss, and Attorney Adoption Related, plus others.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32pm.
Next meeting to be held on September 15, 2008 at Harmony Presbyterian Church.

Backpacks .. Please Send a Thank
You Note if You Received a Backpack

Some children come into our

lives and quickly go.
If you received a backpack this year for one or more of
your children, please send a Thank You note to:

Nicole Kirkland

Prudential

Some children stay for awhile
and leave footprints on our
hearts and we are never the

.. same.
83 Livingston Avenue
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Adoption COﬂgfﬂtUlationS!!! Congratulations to the following families on recentadoptions!!

The Marino/Capello Familyon the adoption of their The Fennelly Family on the adoption of their daughter,
daughter, Violet Samantha Marino-Capello. Violet's adoption Nikole Rose “Nikki”. Nikki's adoption finalized on July 24,
finalized on February 14, 2008. She joins big brothers Kirby 2008. She joins big brothers, Josh and Erich and big sisters,
and Percy, and big sisters Helena and Maya. Kaelynn and Hannah.

The Braman Family on the adoption of their son, Jason.
Jason'’s adoption finalized on June 25, 2008. He joins big
brother Michael, and sisters, Melissa, Kristina and Ashley.

If you have recently adopted a child or

children, please let us know! We woulo ] )

i ) ) The Fischer Family on the adoption of their daughter, Jaiden, and
like to include the announcement in their son, Biagio. Jaiden and Biagio's adoptions finalized on August
upcoming Newsletters, and on our 13, 2008. They join their older sister, Erin and older brother, Brendan.

website.

“Let’s Talk Adoption”

Let Us Know About

New Jersey’s 27th Annual “Lgt’s Talk Adoption” Confgrenge is being held on Saturday, Your Adoptions!!!

November 1st at Rutgers University (Busch Campus) in Piscataway. The Keynote Ad- .

dress is “Twelve Things the World Needs to Know About Adoption”, and is presented by Please |?t us know if you _have

Adam Pertman, Author or Adoption Nation. Pre and post adoption workshops (36 in to- recently finalized an adoption so

tal), including the following, will be offered: that we may make mention in
How to adopt our upcoming newsletters. If

any adoptions are pending,
please also keep us in mind!

You can send the information to
Tammi Fennelly, 324 Liberty
Plus 31 more! Road, Stewartsville, NJ 08886 or
The session begins at 8am. via e-mail to tammi568@ptd.net
The fee for this event is $40/per person.

Types of Adoption
Parenting Issues
School Issues

For more information or to register, contact Concerned Persons for Adoptions at
www.cpfanj.org or at conference08@cpfanj.org or 973-625-5628.

November 15, 2008 is National Adoption Day!

National Adoption Day is a collective national effto raise awareness of the 129,000 children stefocare waiting to find perma-
nent, loving families For the last eight yearstidlzal Adoption Day has made the dreams of thousahdhildren come true by
working with courts, judges, attorneys, adoptioofessionals, child welfare agencies, and advodatfisalize adoptions and find
permanent, loving homes for children in foster care

National Adoption Day 2008—Goals

Finalize adoptions from foster care in all 50 state

Celebrate and honor families who adopt

Raise awareness about the 129,000 children inrfoate waiting for adoption
Encourage others to adopt children from foster care

Build collaboration among local adoption agencoesirts and advocacy organizatio
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Services Provided / Classifieds

On a personal note: We recently utilized Mr. Pineservices with the adoption of
our daughter, Nikki. It was such a wonderful experce working with an attor-
ney who was so motivated to get the adoption finadi in a timely manner. From
start (when DYFS forwarded him our paperwork) tofsh (adoption date), it
took 4 weeks. If you are near the point of startiggur adoption paperwork, |
would highly recommend that you utilize the servicef Mr. Pine. You will not
be disappointed!!! Tammi Fennelly
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~a ot the Castle, ofcoutse..
788‘6700 84 PARK AVE. - STﬁ G-103
Doggie Styleash &
112 Main Street 4
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
908-850-0066 x . 5
6 0 6
Services Offered:
v Dog & Cat Grooming $ )

v Dog & Cat Day Care
Y Dog Spa Treatment

Please remember to mention that you saw this ad in the FAFS
Newsletter.

If you wish to place a classified advertisement, pl  ease send an e-mail to Tammi at tammi568@ptd.net .
You may advertise your business and/or place any ot  her type of classified advertisement.
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Warren County Foster and
Adoptive Family Services

324 Liberty Road
Stewartsville, NJ 08886
PHONE:

908-454-7574

E-MAIL:

tammi568@ptd.net

Thanks to Staples and Adopt Us
Kids for financial support to
produce our monthly
newsletters.

Who Can | Call??

If you need support or advice, need help
identifying resources, need advice regard-
ing court hearings, need ideas for over-
coming challenging behavior or need help
navigating the DYFS system, all you need
to do is pick up your phone and call!

FAFS Hotline 1.800.222.0047

Resource Family Support Network

These Resource Parents are available to
other resource families who may need to
talk. Tammi Fennelly 454-7574 * Laurie
Braman 454-5645 * Greta Cirillo 213-1953
* Michele Gleason 454-1202 * Cathie
Fischer 454-6088 * Chrissy Dudas 859-
3064 * Shirley Stocker 454-4029 * Nancy
Deska 454-8932 * Gail Sacaleris 6954 *
Bonnie Rooks 869-2056.

If you would be willing to help other re-
source parents, give Tammi a call so we
can add you to the list.

DYFES Resource Family Support Unit
Warren/Somerset/Hunterdon Area
908.730.7782 866.332.3693

Nancy Catalano , Casework Supervisor, x2003

Jaclyn Pijut , Resource Family Support Works Supervisor, x2013
Kelly Downing, Resource Family Support Works Supervisor, x2010
Gerald Grube , Recruiter, x2015

Joel Kromer, Trainer, x2009 (effective 9/8/08) PROMOTION

Jillian Aide , Facilitator, x2016 (effective 9/15/08) PROMOTION
Melanie Smith , Support Worker, x2024

OPEN Positions —SHSP Coordinator and Support Worker

Don't forget to speak directly to the people responsible for your child’'s
case, your caseworker, their supervisor, the office casework supervi-
sor and finally, the local office manager.

Child Placement Review (CPR) Board Coordinator
Charlie Altermose, CIC Coordinator 908-475-6157

Value Options, Mobile Mental Health Crisis Response
877-652-7624

NJ Adoption Resource Clearing House
877-427-2465 or www.njarch.org

Kinship Legal Guardianship Resource Clearing House
877-KLG-LINE (877-554-5463) www.kinkonnect.org

About Our Organization .

The Warren County Foster and Adoptive Family Services (WCFAFS) is a volunteer committee of the Foster and Adoptive Services (FAFS). We are a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt, non-profit organization dedicated to the support and advocacy of foster/adoptive families in the area of Warren County, New Jersey, and the children placed in
their care by the State Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS). We sponsor various activities for families, including monthly support meetings for foster/adoptive
parents, backpacks with essential items to children entering foster care, and various social events throughout the year. One of the most important things we offer is sup-

port and encouragement to each other.
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Help us save money sending out newsletters by
sharing your e-mail addresstammi568@ptd.net




